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Central Banks Plan
 ‘No-Escape’ Economy

Editor’s note: Mark Keenan 
is a former scientist with the UK 
Department of Energy & Climate 
Change and a former Technical 
Officer with the United Nations 
Environment Programme. He 
is author of The Debt Machine, 
which examines how central bank-
ing, digital finance, and surveil-
lance are transforming society. 
His works also include Climate 
CO2 Hoax /No Worries,No 
Virus/   Demonic Economics. 

WORLD – For generations, 
money was something people 
held in their hands – a tan-
gible symbol of work, value, 
and exchange. Today, money is 
becoming something else entire-
ly: a digital leash. The trans-
formation is happening quietly, 
without consent, and most peo-
ple will not recognize what has 
been built until the gate locks 
behind them.

A new financial order is emerg-
ing – one where central banks, 
not markets, determine who can 
participate in the economy. It is 
a system that promises security 
and stability, while constructing 
the most sophisticated control 
mechanism in human history. 
This is the ‘no-escape economy’ 
and its architecture rests on three 
pillars: Debt, Digital Money, and 
Total Surveillance.

Debt: The Original Chain
Debt was once a tool. Today it 

is a cage. Nations no longer tax 
their populations before spend-
ing — they borrow from private 
central banks. Corporations do 
not save capital to expand – they 
leverage borrowing. Families do 
not save for homes or cars – 
they finance everything on credit. 
Debt is no longer an exception in 
the economy; it is the founda-
tion.

Once a society becomes depen-
dent on debt, freedom becomes 
conditional. Governments rely 
on central banks to survive. 
Corporations rely on lenders. 
Individuals rely on credit. And 
whoever controls the debt con-
trols the debtor. A debtor society 
cannot say no. It can only com-
ply.

When Money Becomes Software
The next stage of control is 

already underway: the elimina-
tion of cash. Cash is inconvenient 
for central planners. It is private. 
It does not require permission. 
It cannot be monitored, frozen, 
or reversed. So cash is being 
removed — not by banning it, 
but by making it irrelevant. ATM 
networks shrink. Bank branches 
close. Stores become “cashless 
for convenience.” Increasingly, 
money exists only as digital data 
inside the banking system.

But digital money is not 
money. It is permission to par-
ticipate. Electronic payments 
pass through private gatekeepers: 
banks, payment processors, and 

soon, central banks themselves. 
If those gatekeepers disapprove 
of what you buy, what you donate 
to, or what you believe, access 
can be denied instantly.

THIS IS NOT HYPOTHETICAL. 
Visa and Mastercard blocked 
donations to WikiLeaks with-
out any court ruling. PayPal has 
repeatedly closed accounts of 
journalists, writers, and activists 
and held their funds for months. 
GoFundMe froze millions of dol-
lars for the Canadian truckers 
and announced plans to redis-
tribute the money until public 
pressure forced a reversal. When 
money becomes digital, you do 
not own it. You rent access to it.

 By Mark Keenan
www.globalresearch.org

Nonprofits Hobnob Over Lunch

More than 40 Pamlico County 
nonprofits representatives 
attended a complimentary lun-
cheon honoring their commit-
ment to serving local residents.  
As part of its mission to support 
nonprofits delivering services to 
Pamlico County residents, fellow 
nonprofit Imagine Pamlico host-
ed “Pamlico Proud: A Celebration 
of Service” at Grove and Vine in 
Oriental. 

Attendees enjoyed a catered 
lunch, networking, and remarks 
from guest speaker Mark 
Brewington, Pamlico County’s 
manager, who recognized the 
attendees’ impact on all residents 
from Pamlico County.

“We support the efforts of 
Imagine Pamlico and all of the 
Pamlico County nonprofits,” 
Brewington said. “We also rec-

ognize the importance of build-
ing public-private partnerships 
in pursuing our vision for the 
county and its residents.”

Attendees remarked that the 
nonprofits staff members do not 
get the opportunity to convene in 
a setting in which they are not 
working. Steven West, Executive 

 By Katie Shorter
Special to The County Compass

Pamlico County Manager, Mark 
Brewington, addresses Pamlico 
County nonprofit representatives 
at a luncheon last week in Oriental.
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Blounts Creek To Get New Bridge
The N.C. Department of 

Transportation will replace a 
Beaufort County bridge thanks 
to a recently awarded contract. 
The 35-year-old bridge over 
Blounts Creek, which feeds into 
the Pamlico River, on Mouth of 
the Creek Road will be replaced 
on new location, just south of the 
existing bridge.

This two-lane bridge provides 
access to the neighborhoods east 

and west of Blounts Creek, which 
rely on this bridge to access 
N.C. 33. NCDOT awarded the 
$11 million contract to Sanford 
Contractors Inc., which can begin 
construction as early as Dec. 1. 
Drivers will continue to use the 
current bridge while the new one 
is under construction. The proj-
ect is scheduled to be completed 
by Fall 2028.

NEW BERN – This guy is good.  
And, he is a perfect comple-
ment to many other world-class 
aviation experts who will appear 
over the skies of Union Point 
Park beginning at 4:30pm on 
Saturday, Nov. 29 for the Third 
Annual Titan Aviation Fuels 
Air Show, sponsored by Buddy 
and Wendy Stallings. The event 
is free, open to everyone, and 
serves as an absolutely perfect 
post-Thanksgiving outing for the 

entire family!
I n t e r e s t i n g 

factoid re Bouw’s 
tough airplane 
are its ‘ G Limits ‘ 
–  the maximum 
forces of accel-
eration, mea-
sured in ‘Gs‘ that 

the aircraft’s structure can safely  
withstand. Normal airplanes are 
rated plus 4 or less.  Bouw’s 
Russian-made Sukhoi SU-31 
comes in at a cool  plus 12. See 
what we mean about this guy?? 

  Superstar Stunt Pilot to
lead off Nov. 29 Air Show

Mild-Mannered Daredevil, now 
35, Attended School in Arapahoe

YES! MARCO BOUW YES! MARCO BOUW 
IS  FLYING UPSIDE IS  FLYING UPSIDE 
DOWN IN HIS CLASSIC, DOWN IN HIS CLASSIC, 
SINGLE ENGINE SINGLE ENGINE 
SUKHOI SU-31SUKHOI SU-31

AND YES, HE ALWAYS AND YES, HE ALWAYS 
PACKS A PARACHUTE!PACKS A PARACHUTE!

 By Jeff Aydelette
Staff Writer
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The Digital Currency Trap
Now comes the final piece: Central Bank 

Digital Currencies (CBDCs). They are sold 
as modernization — safer, faster, more 
inclusive. But the design reveals some-
thing else entirely: Money that can be 
programmed. Money that can be traced. 
Money that can be frozen. Money that can 
be selectively turned on or off.

A Central Bank Digital Currency can be 
set to expire after a deadline. It can be 
restricted to certain locations. It can be 
blocked from purchasing certain goods. It 
can lock itself during an “emergency.” It 
can shrink in value if a citizen disobeys. 
In a CBDC system, money is no longer 
a store of value. It becomes a tool of 
behavior control. This is not a theory. The 
Bank for International Settlements -- the 
central bank of central banks -- openly 
states its intention to embed “program-
mable money” and “programmable pay-
ments” into CBDCs. Nearly every Western 
central bank is running pilot programs. 
Once introduced, Central Bank Digital 
Currencies  will not just replace cash; they 
will replace freedom.

Debt Was the Setup. CBDCs Are the Lock
Debt made the public dependent on cen-

tral banks. Central Bank Digital Currencies 
will make the public dependent on obedi-
ence. Consider this: Government over-
spends — central bank prints — inflation 
rises — digital currency is introduced as 
the “solution.” The crisis becomes the 
excuse for the control system that was 
planned in advance.

As I explored in my book – The Debt 
Machine: How Private Banks Engineered 
Global Control, inflation is not an accident 
of policy -- it is a mechanism of control. 
Each crisis transfers more power from 
governments to the banking institutions 
that create money from nothing. The 
IMF, the UN, and the World Economic 
Forum all say the same thing: the future 
economy will be cashless, centralized, 
and programmable. When money requires 
permission, freedom becomes an illusion.

Total Surveillance Disguised as Safety
CBDCs will be sold as protection against 

fraud, terrorism, and money laundering. 
But the real purpose is surveillance. In a 
CBDC regime, every purchase is recorded, 
every donor is identified, every transfer 
can be blocked, and every account can be 
frozen. Not by law. By software. You do 
not need police to enforce compliance in 
a digital economy. The banking system 
becomes the police.

What Happens to Dissent?
In the old world, silencing someone 

required effort: laws, courts, arrests, media 
justification. In the new world, silenc-
ing someone takes a keystroke. Accounts 
closed. Payments blocked. Access denied. 
No trial. No explanation. No headline.

Ask the Canadian truckers. Ask the 
journalists de-banked in the UK. Ask the 
activists whose PayPal accounts disap-
peared. This is not the future! It is the 
present.

Why Cash, Gold, Bitcoin, and Local Trade 
Terrify Central Planners

Three forms of money threaten this 
system: Cash -- anonymous and untrace-
able. Gold -- value outside the banking 
system. Open blockchains like Bitcoin are 
permission-less, censorship-resistant, 
and outside centralized control. While 
not literally “untouchable,” it appears no 
single government or corporation can alter 
the Bitcoin ledger on its own.

In India, over 85 percent of high-value 
banknotes were removed from circula-
tion overnight in 2016, after the govern-
ment abruptly invalidated most currency 
in a surprise “demonetization” policy. In 
Nigeria, the central bank imposed strict 
cash-withdrawal limits -- as low as 
20,000 naira per week — as part of a push 

to force adoption of its digital currency.
The EU is moving to ban cash trans-

actions over a few thousand euros. 
Governments constantly attempt to regu-
late, tax, or outlaw self-custody of Bitcoin, 
not because of crime, but because it is 
outside their control. If money is free-
dom, then controlled money is controlled 
freedom.

What Comes Next
The no-escape economy will not arrive 

suddenly. It will arrive gradually, quietly, 
and logically. It will be sold as conve-
nience, efficiency, sustainability, safety, 
and progress. And most people will accept 
it, not because they want tyranny, but 
because they never understood what they 
were trading away.

How to Resist
The defense is not political. It is practi-

cal. Use cash. Hold gold and silver outside 
banks. Use permission-less digital cur-

rency where possible. Build local trade 
networks. Support parallel economies 
(cash, local exchange, time-banks, com-
munity markets). Store value outside the 
system. Freedom will  not be saved by 
elections. It will be saved by stepping 
outside the system. When enough people 
stop asking permission, the system loses 
power. There is a deeper dimension to this 
struggle — not just monetary, but legal 
and spiritual.

The Final Question
If the government can turn off your 

money, are you free? If banks decide who 
can speak, is there free speech? If trans-
actions require political approval, is it 
still a market? Once Central Bank Digital 
Currencies replace cash, there is no going 
back. The gate will close, not with a law, 
but with a software update. This is the 
future being built now. We either recog-
nize it — or we will wake up inside it.
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News

Pastor of Sound of Salvation Ministries, 
commented, “We see each other while 
working events in our communities, serv-
ing our clients or even in professional 
conferences, but we don’t get to take time 
out to connect socially.” He added, “When 
we are able to gather in a setting like this, 
we connect with other organizations with 
whom we can build relationships that 
allow us to reach even more people.”

The event was supported by Walmart of 
Grantsboro, Food Lion of Grantsboro, and 
Taylor & Sons BBQ and Catering. For more 
information about Imagine Pamlico, visit 
www.ImaginePamlico.org
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